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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To surely prevent destruction of data and 
damage to an external recording medium even when the 
recording medium is removed during driving in mistake. 

CONSTITUTION: A container cover 12 is provided to a 
loading section of a hard disk unit 18, a switch 15 is used 
to detect an opening/closing state of the container cover 
12 and its detection signal is fed to a control section 29. 
Power is supplied from a power supply section 28 to the 
hard disk unit 18 only when the container cover 12 is 
closed. When the container cover 12 is open during the 
drive of the hard disk unit 18, a control section 29 stops 
the drive of the hard disk unit 18, the power supply is 
stopped to allow the hard disk unit 18 to be removable. 
The removal of the hard disk unit 18 is detected by the 
opening/closing state of the container cover 12, and 
before the removal is finished, the drive of the hard disk 
unit 18 and the power supply are stopped to surely 
prevent destruction of data and damage to an external 
recording medium. 
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